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I.—-ForEIGN PoLiITIcs. 1 


PONDENT of the Roznama-t-Mukaddas Hablul Mateen [Calcutta] of 
basa the 25th May draws the attention of the al 
Government to the necessity of constructing a 
pranch railway line as far as Teheran from the Baghdad line which is now 
under construction. Such a connection, says the correspondent, from a 
olitical as well as from a commercial point of view, would be of immense 
benefit both to Persia and Turkey. ’ / 


/ 


Persian’ politics. 


IIl.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a Police. 


2. A correspondent writes to the Charumihir [Mymensingh]} of the 22nd 
May complaining that it has become almost 
impossible for Hindus to live, with safety to life 
and property at the villages of Deopur, Ronha, Nyamatpur, Monosantosh, etc., 
under the Badla outpost. They live in constant terror of bring subjected to 
some outrage or other at the hands of the local Musalmans. The population 
in this neighbourhood contains a large proportion of low-class lawless characters, 
all Musalmans, many with previous convictions as thieves and as offenders under 
section 110 of the Criminal Procedure Code. 
since a number of Musaimans claiming to be Maulvis have been on a visit 
to this place from Dacca, and have, been going about from place to place 
inciting their illiterate and foolish co-religioniste of the poorer classes against 
the Hindus. | 

(a) They are forcing all Musalmans to give up service under Hindus and 
generally to refrain as much as possible from all contact with them. 

(0) They are trying to terrorise Hindu mahajans who are creditors to 
Musalman raiyats into giving up the deeds and documents on which a law- 
suit can be established for the recovery of the money advanced as a loan. 

(e) They are persuading the Musalmans to cease cultivating the borga 
lands of the Hindus. | | 

(d) Bands of Musalmans are going about armed and are committing 
outrages in public places and in broad daylight on Hindus who may happen 
to carry any valuables with them. 

(e) Hindus sometimes find their houses surrounded and themselves 
black-mailed by infuriated mobs of Musalmans, who accuse them wrongly 
of having used words insulting to the Musalman religion, 3 

f) The Maulvis go about preaching that the end of British rule in India 
is at hand and that the dey is coming for the revival of Islam; that the 
Lieutenant-Governor Sir B. Fuller has been compelled to establish dushti, i. e., 
an alliance with the Nawab of Dacca. 

(7) The risk of war which lately became imminent between England and 

urkey was used by the Maulvis as an indication of the sure approach of the 
day of Islamic revival. They said, and their audience believed, that it was 
written in their sacred books that English rule would cease when Roum was 


2 by the jiringhis as a result of war between them and the Badshah of 
um. 


The following specific incidents are made mention of :— 


(1) Asum of one hundred rupees has been forcibly extorted from 
Bhagwan Shaha of Nyamatpur. 


Crime in Mymensingh. 


(2) Chandan Pal of village Monosantosh was robbed, while on his way 


home from a bazar, of the money and some pieces of cloth he 
was carrying at the time. 


(3) A dakaité and assault were committed in the bazar at Ronha lately. 
(4) The house of Dinabandhu Ro iba 3 


y of Nyamatpur was set fire to. 
(5) The house of Ramnath Pal and ee Pal was entered into 


and pelted at with brickbats. 
00 Thefts are of frequent occurrence. 
(7) Babu Raj Chandra Kar, 


all his property. 


* 
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May zlbtb, 1906. 
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3. The same paper writes :— 
| ee A great many complaints are reaching us 
. . Ee agsinst 8 police against Inspector Sarat Sasi Babu. We do not 


wish to express any opinion on his inquiry ork, 
but we wish toknow what right he has to hurl abuse against the Hindy 
religion. An eminent correspondent writes to us:— | 


On the 3rd Jaistha last, the Inspector was examining witnesses at the 
remises of Babu Durganath Roy. There were some thirty or f 
usalman and about fourteen or fifteen Hindu gentlemen present on the 

occasion, Sarat Sasi Babu had a lungi on at the time. He took his seat on a 
chair and then ordered a Musalman present to fill his hookha with water and 
prepare a chillum of tobacco for him to smoke. When his orders had been 
complied with, he began puffing out smoke from between his lips and saying, 
‘ Nowadays the Hindus think that they lose caste if they smoke out of a hookha 
touched by a Musalman. Hindus who think 80 ought to be gy gp and 
chotra (a kind of plant, the touch of which is severely irritating to the skin) 
ought to be applied to their bodies. Where is the prohibition to Hindus * 
beef- eating? He next recited a Sanskrit sloka and then continued, ‘There 
is no sort of objection to Hindu girls being given in marriage to Musalmans. 
The Hindus have oppressed the Musalmans for five centuries and now at 
last ‘he eyes of the Musalmans have been opened.’ He then turned to the 
Musalmans—‘ You ought not to lay about with /athis ; the rent-law is for 
Musalmans ; zamindars and talukdars, in spite of possessing full rights under 
the Jaw, are committing wrong and oppression on you, etc.’ ” 


We learn that immediately following the foregoing incidents an outcasted 
Hindu (who has now become a Musalman), accompanied by a number of 
Musalmans, forced entrance into the house of one Shib Sundari Bewa, in the 
the village of Baghber, and going to the room where the woman’s sons were 
taking their meals, spat at the dishes they were eating from. 


Cases of petty outrage like this are being reported to us in numbers. We 
have heard that some bad characters have publicly stated that it is an act of 


merit forcibly to marry Hindu widows in ntka form. The Bassnavis of 


this place do not go out to beg alms, for fear of coming to harm at the hands 
of the Musalmans. 


4. The same paper says that the officials will very probably succeed 
Shin tate 8 in proving to the India Office their innocence with 
in renee — urpandes regard to the late Musalman disturbances in Mymen- 
singh if they can connect them with the swadeshs 
agitation. But truth cannot always be suppressed. Official favouritism has 
roused the lower classes of Musalmans to feelings of unexampled elation. The 
bazars at Dhitpur, Saganj, Tulandar, Suthia were looted, but the malqjans were 
not interfered with; only the houses of ill-fame were looted. A correspondent 
writes to say that the Musalmans of Mymensingh and its neighbourhood have 
got an idea that all the territory west of the Brahmaputra has been made 
over by Government to the Nawab of Dacca, and that the administration still 
continuing to be carried on there by English officers, is because the Nawab 
has renounced the world and turned a jakir. 


5. A correspondent of * Hitvaria [Calcutta] of the 27 8 May are that 
3 the situation as regards the Hindus at Ishwargan} 

The Mymensingh disturbances. in Mymensingh * 1 app allin g. The respect- 
able people are leaving the place. Unless peace is immediately restored, life 
and property there will be insecnre. The Musalmans of Kendara and some 


other places have joined hands with the local Musalmans in committing 
oppression. 


6. The Medini sa Midnapore] of the 23rd oct A ieee 9 

5 Midnapore town polis is hi indignant at the 

The Midnapore sedition case. acquittal of Khu : ul 3 he Inspector and 
the Sub- Inspector of Police were heard on the evening of the 21st May last, 
while standing in front of the local Municipal Office, to say that Khadiram was 


let go, because it was intended to get hold of the bigger folk who had made 
him their dupe. 
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( — Working of the Courts, 


7, The Nadia [Krishnagar] of the 26th May writes that the Civil Court | Marts 


Nazir and the cf e 3 Kushtia a it 8 
An allegation against the Civil pructice to charge travelling allowance at the ra 
Court Nazir and the of eight annas per mile e 
1 railway communication exists. For instance, they 
charge for travelling from Kushtia to Poradab Rs. 4, the distance between the 
two places being eight miles, but as a matter of fact the railway fare for the 
journey (intermediate class) is only three annas. ioe - 
8. In noticing the High Court’s order for the retrial of the assault case Ruuaar Mrrea, 
: which one Phani Bhushan Banerjee and three others 1 775. 1906. 
The Barisal police assault case. of Barisal brought against the local police, the | 
Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 27th May says that the order of the above Court 
for the retrial of the case by the same officer who first heard it is not at all 
‘ustifiable. However, it is to be seen in what manner the Bengali trying officer 
will dispose of the criminal case, which four Bengalis have instituted against 
the Barisal police, who are being supported by Sir Bampfylde Fuller himself. 
9, In noticing the large amount of fines realised by the Honorary 4" Baxeavasr, 
: Magistrates of the Bombay Presidency, the Hinds * th. 1906. 
eee Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 28th May says that it 
is useless to say that millions upon millions are being realised throughout India 
in this manner. This is the service the Honorary Magistrates are doing to 


their mother India. l 


(d)—LEducation. 


10, The Pratinidhi [Comilla] of the 2nd May accuses Babu Akrur Fummm, 

Chandra Sen, Deputy Inspector of Schools, % 2d, 1906. 
An allegation against the Deputy Tippera, of having issued a most improper notice 
es tre ncn insisting on the attendance of the inspecting pandits 
under his jurisdiction at his private dwelling-house on a certain — at a certain 
hour in order to prepare certain returns (punctuality being enforced by a fine 
of two annas per hour) and on their not leaving the house without previous 
permission from him; and, further, of having said that the inspecting pandits 

were to be seized by the ears and made to do the work referred to above. 


(e)— Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


11. The Ratnakar [Asansol] of the 26th May writes that acute water Rarmamas, 
3 scarcity is being felt at thy present time at Asansol. May 26th, 1906, 
Weta nn & Sane The wells that exist in the town have all dried up 
in the heat. The water-taps provided bythe Railway Company, which supplied 
the wants of the section of the town between the European and Bengali 
quarters, have ceased to provide water. The taps which continue to exist in 
the European quarter are not open to the use of the general public. There are 
two tanks outside the town, the Padmapukur and the Kamalpukur, which might 
have mitigated the distress of the townspeople for lock of water to some extent, 
but unfortunately the former is situated in a neighbourhood where just now 
small-pox is virulently raging, while the water of the latter is rendered 
impure by rotten weeds. The situation thus appears to be acute enough to call 
for action from Government. 
12, The Howrah Hitaisht [Howrah] of the 26th May complains of the Rona Hatem, 
_ shortage of water-supply in Howrah town. The Mey 2th, 1904 
Hor crisge of water-supply in filtered-water taps in the town do not provide 
sue water for more than two or three hours in the day. 
The cause of this shortage of water-supply is that although the population of 
the town has largely increased during the last decade, no arrangement has been 
made to increase the total quantity of daily supply of water in it. : 
13. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 28th May is sorry that the sip: sasoavase, 
W Calcutta Municipality spends about eighty thousand Mv 28th, 1906, 
gze Department. 9 
N rupees for maintaining the Plague Department 
which has only three months’ work in the year, viz., February, March an 
April. This heavy expenditure makes everyone anxious to know what sort 
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of work is done by the department, for after the expiry of the season they have 
hardly any work todo. The casual report of a few cases now and then makes 
the people believe that these reports are made simply to justify the 
Department’s existence. 7 : | 


(9) —Railways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation, 


14, The Jasohar [ Jessore] of the 23rd May writes that the mouth of the 

12 Gorai (its point of junction with the Padma) ig 

ä silting up and requires attention from the Engineers _ 

in the near future, if a current is to be preserved in the stream, sufficient for 
the purposes of trade and health. The interests of Kushtia railway station, 
which, it is thought, would be endangered if the mouth is re-excavated, are not 
so important as the health and trade of the millions who inbabit the two banks 
of this river. 

15. The Murshidabad Hitaishi [Murshidabad] of the 23rd May speaks of 
the desirability of a new station being opened on 
the Ranaghat-Murshidabad Railway at or near 
Nashipur, for the convenience of the villages cf Nashipur, Ichhaganj, etc., and 
in this connexion points out that Messrs. Hoare Miller & Co. have a station 
open at Nashipur for their steamer service, 

16. A correspondent of the Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 25th May makes 

2 the following complaints and suggestions in con- 

The Bengel: Nagpur Raven. nexion with the management of the Bengal-Nagpur 
Railway: — 


(a) The absence of latrine accommodation in third- class carriages causes 
inconvenience, specially to passengers travelling by mail to Puri 
and stations further up. 

(5) The privilege of performing a double journey on a single fare, now 
confined to first- and second-class passengers only, ought to be 
extended to third-class ones also. 

(c) A platform should be constructed at Kolaghat station. 

(d) A change should be made in the timing of the Kola local train which 
leaves for Howrah at 7-13 A. M., so as to connect it with Messrs, 
Hoare Miller & Co.’s steamer service at Ranichak. 

(e) Arrangements should be made to enable the Midnapore passenger to 
halt at Uluberia and Bagnan stations. 


17. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 25th May draws attention 
7 to the following complaints in connexion with the 
Railay et Tight management of the Barusat-Basirhat Light Rail. 
way :— | 
(a) There is no separate accommodation for females in the intermediate 
and second classes. 
(6) The Traffic Inspector of the line is indifferent to the complaints 


of passengers. 
(h)— General. 


18. With reference to the late Musalman disturbances in Mymensingh, 
the CRHarumihir [Mymensingh] of the 22nd May 
writes that for some time past the lower strata of 
the Musalman population in some places in Eastern 


Wanted a new railway station. 


The late Musalman disturbances 
in Mymensingh. 


Bengal have been guided by a number of mistaken and foolish persons. It 


is fortunate that the major portion of that population in the district of 

Mymensingh has had so far no sort of connexion with the late disturbances and 
has remained free from the poisonous infection. 

19. The same paper writes that the object with which Sir Bampfylde 

Fuller sought to introduce Russian methods of 

ae „ eet into this country has been frustrated. The 

partition agitation remains now as strong as ever, 

the swadeshi agitation is daily gaining in force and vigour, and the Bengali 

race has not been split in twain by the administrative separation of the 

Bengali-speaking area. Sir Bampfylde’s opprossions and outrages have not 


succeeded in breaking the backbone of th is. force has yielded 
to the force of reason * Sritellicence. ——— 
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ferring to the withdrawal of the prohibition against the crying of 
Deals 3 i public and to the reinstatement of students expelled in 


connexion with the swadeshi agitation, the paper goes on to write that 


Mr. Morley has fallen into a serious error of judgment if he has thought of 
allaying the agitation in the Bengali mind merely by taking up. a sympathetic 
attitude in regard to one or two petty questions. The Bengalis have not been 


roused to the present pitch of excitement by any light or small provocation. 


Their excitement will never be allayed until the murderous shaft that Lord 
Curzon plunged into their hearts is pulled out. : 


The paper concludes with an appeal to its countrymen not to be taken 
in by any sweet words of Mr. Morley’s, or any favours from G overnment in 
smail matters. All their hopes of the future depend on a continuance of the 
present agitation with unabated vigour. The object of that agitation is to 
get the partition of Bengal annulled and to revive the dying industries of 
the country. Until these two aims are achieved, there must be no cessation 
or abatement of the agitation. 


20. The Jasohar [Jessore | of the 23rd May complains that the Bhairab 
stream has become seriously infested with croco- 
diles, which constitute a source of danger to the 
lives of persons who bathe in the stream or travel on it in boats, and appeals to 
the District Magistrate of Khulna to take steps to abate the nuisance. | 


21. The Sanſivani [Calcutta] of the 24th May, after referring to the 
orders of the Government of Eastern Bengal and 

The Government of Kastern Assam withdrawing the prohibition against the 
nage oon oe uttering of Bande Mataram in public and the rein- 


Crocodiles in the Bhairab river. 


stating of school-boys expelled in connexion with the swadeshi agitation, comments 


as follows:— 


One cannot help giving expression to one’s disgust at the duplicity of the 
officials. There would have been no loss of dignity if it had been acknow- 
ledged that the old orders were withdrawn under instructions from the 
Secretary of State, which is nothing but the truth. 


22. The same paper writes :— 


| pee = e eee eg of separated Bengal is 
usaimans and the Jovernment exceedingly anxious to show his affection for 
ee ret We know that it is with the same 
object with which Lord Curzon divided Bengal that His Lordship's favourite 
follower, Sir Bampfylde Fuller, has become suddenly so eager to give expression 
to his love for Musalmans. The combined strength of Hindus and Musalmans 
was aiding in the growth of a powerful national life in Bengal. By creating 
a feeling of discord Sir B. Fuller's Government has found out an easy device 
to weaken the Bengali nation. The Hindus have become powerful. So it 
has become necessary to weaken them by pitting the Musalmans against 
them. If in time the Musalmans become powerful in the country, Government 
will set the seringhis against them. This is no mere fancy. This is the 
conclusion one inevitably comes to if one examines the actions, all tending 
to create discord, which Government has taken in violation of the policy of 
equality enunciated in the late Queen's Proclamation. Sir B. Fuller's rule 


is that if anything is to be done for the advancement of the Musalmans, 


oppression and in justice must be perpetrated on the Hindus. 


23. The same paper referring to the letters which have appeared in the 
ntttꝛ chic sted 2» signatures of the President and 
incidente „ f the Barisal Secretary of the Barisal Conference Reception 


3 Committee and in regard to the official version of 
the late incidents at that town, writes:. 


_ It strikes one dumb to think that the highest official presiding over a 
division should unhesitatingly give publicity to lies in this manner in regard 
to a serious incident like the late oppression at Barisal. Into what depths 
of degradation have our rulers sunk. We call upon Mr. LeMesurier either 


to reply to Aswini Babu’s contradictions or to show his moral courage by 
retracting his own misstatements. | 
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24, The Jyots Chit tagong of the 24th May quotes the follo i 8 
The Prince of ans —— E report of the Prince of Wales ts 
speech. | speech at the Guildhall :— recent 


„I realised the patience, simplicity of life, loyal devotion and religious spirit of the’ 
1 le, and pore ng from Ar I have’ seen and biard. thet the rr : 
governing India would be made easier if we infused therein a wider element of sympathy, 
and I venture to predict that there would be an cver-abundant and genuine response to auch 
sympathy.” ) „ 
and, commenting on it, writes that the words have a deep significance, first, as 
implying’ a condemnation of Lord Curzon’s ew | of repression and self-will, 
which has alienated the peoples of India and thereby made the work of 
governing them more difficult than before, and secondly, as affording an 
indication that His Royal Highness was able, in spite of the best efforts of 
the officials here to the contrary, to see into the real condition of the people 
of the country, their sorrows, their patience under suffering and their growing 
discontent. | if 

From the Prince’s speech and the one that Mr. Morley made immediately 
after, the paper infers that a change in the political atmosphere of India is 
imminent. | 

25. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 26th * suys:— 

The Prince of ales has testified to the 
“loyalty, nobility of mind and chivalrous nature” 
of the Native Princes of India. But the Government of India does not trust them 
with an open heart. Had it been otherwise, there would have been no necessity 
of keeping a large army of alien troops or of embarking upon large and costly 
military measures in the country. His Royal Highness’s testimony about the 
Native Princes should be written in letters of gold and placed before every 
official in the land. What knowledge His Royal Highness has been able to 
glean about the Indians within the short period of his tour in the country, 
Indian officials fail to acquire during their life-long contact with them. The 
Indian subjects of His mg 4 are really loyal and noble-minded. They 
adore him and have implicit faith in him. All India is indebted to His Royal 
Highness for the advice, which he has given to Indian officials, to act with more 
sympathy in their dealings with the Indians. He saw with his own eyes that 
there was complete want of sympathy between the rulers and the ruled in the 
grcat Indian dependency of his Imperial father, and took the first opportunity 
to utter a mild rebuke in the shape of advice to the former for this undesirable 
state of things. If the Prince’s advice is followed, bright days will come to 
Indians, for which they will ever thank His Royal Highness. , 

26, The same paper says that in all Anglo-Indian political talk 
it has become quite recently a fashion with 
Englishmen to speak of sympathy with Indians, 
In Parliament, Mr. John Morley has spoken of this ‘sympathy, the 
Prince of Wales has referred to its necessity, ahd the / imes of London 
and the Pioneer of Allahabad, the chief official organs in England and 
India respectively, have sung in the same strain. But if only a hundredth 
part of this torrent of lip sympathy, which bas been deluging the 
Indians from all sides, had been transformed into real and actual sympathy 
with them, a good many of their wants and grievances would by this time have 
been removed. Acts like the partial withdrawal of the Bande Mataram circular 
or the reinstatement of expelled students are only attempts to allay some of the 
trivial symptoms of the violent malady which is convulsing the country. The 
partition of Bengal was a most despotic act on Lord Curzon’s part, as it was 
carried in disregard of the unanimous opposition of the people of the country. 
But when, wounded to the quick by this act. the Bengalis raised a loud howl 
against it, His Lordship’s favourite disciples, Sir Andrew Fraser and Sir 
Bampfylde Fuller, came forward, whip in hand, to suppress that cry and flashed 
out circular ufter circular for the purpose. Mr. John Morley has only stayed the 
force and rigour of the flogging. But what has he done to heal the sore which 
rankles in the heart of every Bengali? Mr, Morley has said that the funda- 
mental principles of British rule in India are sympathy with, and confidence in, 
the Indians. All this is very good to say and sweet to hear. But does Mr. 
Morley follow these principlesin practice? When the question arose of increas 


ing the number of non-cflicial members in the Supreme Legislative Council, he 


The Prince of Wales’s speech. 


Official sympathy with Indians. 
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refused N 1 Soma’ ch 
o India, he shrank from introducing such a momentous change. 
3 — . to annul the partition of Bengal, he unbli | * 
refused to interfere with an accomplished fact, admitting at the same time that 
it had been accomplished against the will of the Bengali nation. It cannot be 
id that Mr. Morley does not know what he should do to relieve the situation, 
— the Bengali public and press have been continually hammering the 
int for the last twelve months. All a would have sung the praise of the 
eretary of State if he had only annulled the partition without interfering at all 
with the Government’s oppressive and repressive circulars. It is a pity that 
Western civilisation should defile the pure virtue of sympathy by base yp 
The sympathy which is being shown by.the authorities towards the en 
is intended only to soothe their feelings and draw them from such pursuits as 
the swaveshi movement, Bat no amount of hyprocrisy will now deceive the 
Bengalis It is only if the partition is annulled and the great Proclamation of 
the late Queen Victoria of sanctified money reinstated in full glory, that the 
Bengalis will again embrace their rulers wit love and cordiality an co-operate 
with them in the administration of the country. The Pioneer says, We must 
be true to our promise to the people of India.” This is what the English rulers 
of India should remember. 5 
27. Referring to the withdrawal of the Lyon circulars, the same 
| aper says :— | 
The withdrawal of the Lyon ’ hea tl knows the nature and disposition of the 
— authors of these circulars. And who can guarantee 
that they will not again play the réle of oppressors at any moment they 
please? It therefore does not become the natives of the country to feel elated 
at the withdrawal of the circulars. / } 


28. In noticing the recent questions in the House of Commons and 
Mr. Morley’s replies thereto on the subject bf the 

e eee present unrest in India on account of the partition 
of Bengal, the Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 27th May says that of course 
Mr. Morley’s replies indicate his sympathy for the people and that also 
the representations on the subject have probably now commenced bearing 
fruit. Nothing short of the reunion of Bengal will bring peace among the 
Bengalis. The permission to shout Bande Mataram in the streets and to re-admit 
the rusticated students will hardly do any good. After having been dis- 
graced the students have joined their national school and may not prefer to 
join the Government 8 The withdrawal of the Bande Matoram circular 
5 only reduce the official oppression, but will be of no real good to the 

ndians. 

The Hindi Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 28th May, referring to the same 
subject, says that Sir Bampfylde Fuller is quite helpless now, since he has been 
compelled to withdraw his circular by a superior authority. So 

29. The Howrah Hitaishi | Howrah] of the 26th May says that the Bengali 

5 public are determined to persist in the swadeshi 

noeme and the ade movement as a retaliation against the insults and 

ignominies they have suffered at the hands of 

Government and officials. It is useless to sympathise with a person after 

having committed inhuman oppressions on him. The Bengalis will not, there- 

fore, be led astray by such expressions of sympathy in their favour which they 
are at present receiving from high officials, : 


30. It is rumoured, says the Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 26th May, that 
re the authorities are trying to persuade Babu 
eee ment and the Barisal Surendra Nath Banerji to compromise bis cases 
with the Government. These officials, says the 
writer, are like the aged and infirm tiger in the well-known story related 
in the Hitopodesha which, with many professions of innocence and piet 
nN a passer-by to approach it with the object of taking a gold 
racelet from its hand, but devoured him the instant he came within its 
mach, It is hard to resist temptations beld out by the fringhis. It is, 
3 feared that Surendra Bahn will be persuaded to compromise 


Cases, 


to sanction any such increase. When it was proposed to give self 


BANGavast. 
May 26th 1906. 


HirvaRTa, 
May 27th, 1906. 


Howaan Siraisxr, 
May 26th, 1906. 


Sarpura, 
May 26th, 1906,. 
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Dacoa Gazerts, 
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31. With reference to the alleged refusal of Government to put 
up a memorial tablet on the house in which the 
A memorial tablet for the house late Rai Dina Bandhu Mitter Bahadur li 
of the | lste Rai Dine Bandhu the Basumati (Calcutta) of the 26th May after 
ascribing this refusal to the fact of the Raj 
Bahadur being the author of a book which scathingly exposed the misdeeds 
of English indigo planters in Bengal, goes on to say that there is nothj 
to he restated or pained at in this refusal, and Dina Bandhu’s dramatic 
works will be a more lasting memorial of him than marble; and, further, 
that it is lucky that Rai Bahadur Bankim Chandra Chatterji’s house has 
already been distinguished in the manner above referred to, otherwise it 
would never have been now, when Bande Maiaram has become to the English 
a sort of proverbial red rag to the bull. 
82. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 28th May says that of 
| the families of three lato ez-Kings living at present 
„Tue family of the ex-King of in Calcutta, the condition of the family of the 
1 late e- King Thebaw is most pitiable. The 


nephew of the late ez-King Thebaw died in 1904, leaving a wife and eight 


children, who altogether receive a pension of Ks. 40 a month. Three of 
the sons are receiving their education in the Doveton College, but, being 
in arrears for schooling fees, are threatened with expulsion from the institution, 
Recently the owner of the house which the above family occupies has got 
all the moveable property of the widow sold in execution of a decree of 
the court, the widow not being able to pay the house rent due from her. 
Some of the members of the royal family are suffering from ill-health for 
want of proper food. The family of another nephew of the late Kin 
Thebaw is also in a similar plight. Considering the large income now derive 
from Burma, the Government can easily afford to allot an insignificant portion 
of it to remove the difficuities of Thebaw’s family, It is to be hoped 
that the Government of India’s attention will be drawn to the pitiable 
condition of the above family. 


33. The Dacca Gazette [Dacca] of the 28th May writes as follows 
‘<The modern Shaista Khan.” in “nglish -— 
cues 88 The actions and professions of the Shaista 
Khan of the new Province have led his Muhammadan wife fondly to believe 
that in the present régime she has nothing to fear from. She fondly hopes 
and trusts that all her sins of omission and commission will be pardoned, 
ignored, or connived at by her consort, as she is in his good graces. So in 
the fullness of her pride she entertains no feeling of Jove and friendliness 
towards her Hindu co-wife who, as ill-luck would have it, is in the black 
book of her life-mate; she is rather ready and willing to fall foul of her 
whenever any opportunity presents itself for the same, Interested and 
designing people are making most of the occasion and enjoying it to their 
‘hearts’ content, | 90 
Since the assumption of office Sir Bampfylde Fuller has initiated 
policy of partiality in behalf of our Muhammadan fellow-subjects, From 
the very beginning we were aware of the evil consequences it was fraught 
with, and in vain warned our rulers against such a suicidal policy. They 
have persisted in the course, and, as its bitter fruit, we are pained to observe 
the unwholesome race feelings created between two important sections 
of the Indian community in some parts of the country. Its consequences 
have overstepped their proper limits so as to affect the authorities themselves. 
The serious affray that has taken place in some villages of Mymensingh 
between the Hindus and the police on one side and the Muhammadans on 
the other proves our view conclusively, If newspaper reports are to be 
believed, some police officers together with their underlings have been 
wounded in the scuffle, The Hindus also have not come out unscathed. 
A detachment of Military Police has been requisitioned from Dacca to 
prevent further disturbance. 
How are we to apportion the blame for these serious breaches of the public 
peace? Some may be disposed to lay the whole blame upon the mischievous 
and interested persons by whom the Muhammadan mob have been led to 
commit all sorts of illegalities, The leaders are no doubt the immediate 
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‘sturbances, but the mediate and primary cause of them is the 
es 8 which has indirectly given rise to, and fostered, the 
nhs ession that the Muhammadans can commit any number of illegalities 
etch impunity in the new Province. If the policy which has created this 
false impression be not discontinued at an 3 date, the present disturbance 
; not, we are afraid, be the last of its ind. The infection may spread 
— place to place and eventually affect the whole of the Province, when 
Government will not find it an easy affair to cope with the evil with the 
olice force allotted to each district at present. Will Sir Bampfylde Fuller 
after this bitter experience continue to fondle his Muhammadan wife in this 
reckless fashion? The only course now open to him, if he wants to make 
himself happy and popular, is to look upon both his wives with the same 
eye of conjugal love. Otherwise, our Shaista Khan is sure to have an 
a ol our Muhammadan brethren be disillusioned? When will 
they learn to see things in their true colours? When will they realise in 
the heart of their hearts that Sir B. Fuller is making all these loud professions 
of love with the object of pitting them against their Hindu brethren, so that 
no joint action towards the regeneration of mother India may ever be 


possible ? 


III.—LIEGISLATIOR. 


34. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 24th May writes :— 


The „People's Association of Dacca 
The proposed Legislative Coun- requested Babu Ambika Charan Majumdar to seek 
ann ee. an i proposed Legislative Council of 
Eastern Bengal and Assam. Ambika Babu has refused the request. It was 
only the other day that delegates from all Bengal, assembled at Barisal, 
proclaimed that constitutional methods of rule had disappeared from that 
rovince. And yet already invitations are being sent round for seats on the 

gislative Council of an unconstitutional Government! Government has 
wrongfully divided our mother- country. Against this wrong strong protests 
have gone up from all parts of the country. Where is the shameless fool who, 
by seeking a seat on the Council of the separated province, will thereby accept 
the partition? If the partition remains unannulled, a terrible blow will have 
been struck at the root of the national life in Bengal. Our opinion is that to 
be a member of Sir B. Fuller’s Council is to do a disgusting thing and to be a 
traitor to one’s native land. If there is to be a boycott of anything, let a 
barbarous Government which seeks to rule by force of lathis, which breaks 
the heads of popular delegates, be boycotted with all hatred. 


35. It is certain, says the Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika 
oot. B. Fuller's Legislative and leading in Eastern Bengal will enter Sir B. 
Fullers’ Legislative Council. The presence of 
non-official members in Legislative Councils in India has been proved to be 
completely useless. The addition of the word ‘Hon’ble” to the name of a 
native may appear glorious to him, but is looked upon by an Englishman as 
simply ridiculous. ä 
36. Commenting upon Babu Ambika Charan Majumdar's nomination 
dy the People’s Association to a membership of 
Camel. Fuller's Legislative the Legislative Council of Eastern Bengal and 
Assam, the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 26th 
May does not understand why the above Association should have become so 
proud of the privilege given by the Government. Will not the Bengali feel 


it a disgrace to serve under Sir Bam pfylde Fuller, who insulted and so hard 
pressed them ? 


37. The Dacca Prakas Dares} of the 27th May says that no son of 
3 i .,... Bengal, who has any worth in him, will try to 
8 Fullers Legislative secure a seat on the Eastern Bengal and Assam 


2 Legislative Council, because that would amount to 
à recognition of the partition of Bengal. 


[Calcutta] of the 24th May, that no man of light 


Sm A1 Vir 
Priva-0-ANAND 
Bazar P 9 


May 24th, 1906, 


Buanat Myrna, 
May 26th, 1906. 


Dacca Ppakas, 
May 27th, 1906, 
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May 28th, 1906. 
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he Hitavads [Caleatta | of the 25th May says:— 83 
| ar ms ! Our views on the proposed legislation again 
The proposed legislation against adulteration of jute are well known to the public, 
adulteration of jate. It is not at all desirable that innocent cultivators 
should be made liable to be oppressed in consequence of any such legislation, 
Happily the attention of the authorities has been drawn to the matter. The 
provision to punish offending buyers will have salutary effect. In many cages 
the seller and the buyer happen to be one and the same person, and in such 
cases police interference on any account 1s altogether undesirable, If buyers 
refuse to purchase adulterated jute, sellers will perforce be obliged to give up 
the practice of adulterating it. No matter who appoints the Inspectors, really 
good and honest men must bs appointed if really good work is wanted. That 
corruption. will nevertheless prevail, we have no doubt. 


IV.—Native STATES. | 


39. In noticing the refusal of the Telegraph Master of Jamnagar, at the 

instance of the local Chief, to receive for transmission 
the telegram expressing sympathy with Babu 
Surendra Nath Banerji in connexion with the 
Barisal case, the Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 28th May says that 
Sir B. Fuller might be thinking that he was the only autocrat in India, but the 
Dewan of Jamnagar has surpassed Sir B. Fuller in committing high-handedness. 


The Dewan of Jamnagar and 
the Barisal case. 


V.—Prospects OF THE Crops AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


40. The Tripura Hitaishi e of the 22nd May draws attention to 


8 | the following letter in English received froma 
: 2 necessity for Govern- correspondent :— 

. „DAR Six, — Allow me a little space in your 
esteemed paper, through tlie medium of which I intend to draw the attention of 
the District Magistrate to the pitiable state of the poor inhabitants of Baburhat 
and the adjoining villages. The failure of crops for the last two years and the 
consequent rise in the price of food articles—specially rice, the staple food — 
have very severely told upon the condition of the poor peasants down here. 
They have been so much hard-pressed that a good many of them cannot have 
more than one meal a day—nay—and we speak from personal experience—as 
many as a dozen families have actually to starve for days. On approachin 
the huts of these poor people one is confronted with a sad spectacle—emaciate 
figures of malés and females clad in rags and the children keeping on crying 
and rolling on the ground. What has added to the distress of the sufferers is 
the discontinuance of the practice of alms-giving by the general public who, 
straitened as they are in these hard times, are trying to store up against the 
rainy season. Be it said to the credit of Babu Sarada Charan Datta, the local 
President of the Panchnyet, that he has been doing his level best to render 
what little help he can do, to relieve the distressed. He has recently submitted 
a petition to C. H. Mosely, Esq., c.s., the worthy Subdivisional Officer of 
Chandpur, imploring Government relief, without which, it is apprehended, che 
people will die in numbers. Reference has also been made in that petition to 
the existence of a famine fund, created a few years ago at Chandpur, of which 
Babu Haradayal Nag, the premier pleader of Chand ur, was the trustee. Let 
us hope that our worthy Subdiyisionul Officer will take immediate cognizance 


of the situation down here and be graciously pleased to place at the dis 
of the President a substantial portion of the gai 


| fund for the relief of the 
sufferers.“ 
% BABURHAr, 


_“A Srurarnis ER. 
“The 20th May 1904.” : 


41. The Charumithir [M ymensingh] of the 22nd May writes that famine 

nes conditions now prevail in Mymensingh and, in view 

n 1 * of the fact that the maj 4 of td population of 
that district is Musalman, call for immediate measures of relief from ® 
Lieutenant-Governor who claims to be ‘a special friend of that community. 
The price of a maund of rice is now from six to six and-a-half rupee. 
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42, The Jasohar [Jessore] of the 23rd May 

Distress in s village in the writes that acute ‘scarcity of food is being 

ino experienced at Amlesar in the Magara subdivision 
of the Jessore district. | | 

43. ‘The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 24th May publishes a letter reporting 


Dinah eee about 300 persons have been driven by scarcity of 
food into forming themselves into a band for purposes of dakattt and looting. 
On the 3rd May, at about 3 o’clock in the afternoon, about 150 persons looted 
rice and grain from the house of one Jhampa Roaza of Hajachbara. Again 
‘on the 4th May, 300 persons appeared a little after noon-time with a similar 
purpose at the house of Viehnu Ram Roaza of Gomati, and in spite of the 
timely arrival of a posse of police on the scene, succeeded in carrying away 
500 aris of paddy. In the hill qungle, potatoes and arums, and even their roots 
have ceased to be available any longer. Many have now begun to live on the 
leaves of trees. ‘Che situation calls for immediate notice from the Divisional 


Commissioner. 


44, ‘The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 25th May publishes a report statin 
that severe distress arising from scarcity of food 


a and prevails throughout the Jessore and Khulna 
N ö districts. 


45. The Nadia [Krishnagar]} of the 26th May writes that scarcity of food 
is being acutely felt in the Nadia district. There are 
many heads of poor households who cannot manage 
even to get one meal a day, the little they earn as day-labourers going to the 
support of the children and the infants. Coarse rice is selling at five rupees per 
maund; wheat is almost equally dear. Kitchen vegetables which formerly 
could find no purchasers are now being purchused at comparatively high prices 
and used as far as possible to eke out the insufficient meals of rice. A case is 
reported in which a pa/ki-bearer of the village of N ba in Karimpur thana 
is said to have committed suicide as a result of inability to find food for his 
dependanis. : 
The paper concludes with a suggestion that as a relief measure, the earth- 
work in connection with the proposed light railway from Krishnagar to Jalangi 
should be at once taken in hand. ; 


46. The Dacca Prakas { Dacca] ofthe 27th May dwells on the increasing 
severity with which scarcity of food is being felt in 
several districts in Eastern Bengal, and in this 
connexion refers to a rnovement said to be gaining ground amongst the dealers 
in rice in those places to create on a small scale what may be called corners 
in that commodity. , 


Distress in Nadia. 


Scarcity in Kast Bengal. 


47. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 28th May publishes a letter which : 


Dar Hiravant, 
May 28th, 1906. 


2 i speaks of the presence of acute famine in Noakhali. 
ae There are many places such as Lomchar, Karpara, 
Sonapur, Ramganj, Shahapur, Nandigram, into which large quantities of rice 
from Rangoon are being daily imported, and the inhabitants of which are living 
on this imported rice. | 


48. The Daily Hitavadi erg of the 30th May publishes a letter from 

Netrokol alleging thut since the month of Falzoon 

last, famine conditions have been prevsiling in the 

villages of Chaparkol, Buchaparkol, Demura, 

Andapara Jiben, Syampur and Borgaon, and that the need of Government relief 
there is urgent. | | 

A similar complaint is made in the same paper with regard to the villages 


of Mokhtarpur, Doiwa, -Akuda, Borgaon, Baraid and about 50 other villages 
under the jurisdiction of the Kapasia thana in Dacca. poe 


49. The Bharat Mitra A e N the 27th May notices the sufferings 
8 1 of the people of the Delhi tahsil on account of 
ns the failure of both the rabi and kharef crops, and 
saya that the people have neither money to buy food nor power to sell the 
ded property which they posse s on account of the existing local law. 


Famine conditions in certain 
localities in East Bengal. 


Jason 
May 28rd, 1908 


Nor, 
that in the thanas of Ramgarh and Mahalchhart, 7 — 


HrravA DI. 
May 25th, 1906. 


Nara, 


4 


April 26th, 1906, 


Dacca Praxasé,. 
May 27th, 1906. 


Danr Hrravapt, 
May 20th, 1906. 


Baarat Mirra. - 
May 27th, 1906, 


Rasern 
VaABTAVANA, 
May 25th, 1906. 


and natives of the country. 


SaNJIVANI, 
a M sy 24th, 1906, 


Sri Sar Vun 
A-O-ANANDA 
n Parka, 


May Uth, 1906, 


Datty Hrtavapl, 
May 26th, 1906. 


( 496 ) 


VI.— Misc ELLANEOUS. 


50. Referring to the recent case in which a lad who was pulling a shahe}’; 

kha was said to have been done to death by the 

The relations between Europeans latter, who thought that the punkha had not been 

pulled sufficient 0 hard, and to the subsequent 

acquittal of the shaheb in Court on the strength of medical evidence that the lad 

died of pneumonia, the Rangpur Vartavaha {Rangpur} of the 25th May 
writes :— 

Shame on the administration of justice by the English. How much longer 
will God tolerate oppression like this? Are we to put up with even inhuman. 
oppression of this kind because we are a conquered people, trodden under 
foot? Will not our sleep of illusions be over even at the sight of these 
oppressions? Shame on you, selfish Bengalis, for leading a life like that of 
dogs. Shame on you for feeding on the leavings of the Méechhas. 

51. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 24th May, after announcing that 
Mr. R. C. Dutt, c.. k., is about to leave for England 
as the representative of the British Indian 
Association, the Indian Association and the Bengal Landholders’ Association 
of Calcatta, to plead with the authorities there in favour of a revocation of the 

rtition, and after pointing out that Mr. G. K. Gokhale, c. I. x., is already in 
— on a similar mission, proceeds :-— ä 


If the Secretary of State for India listens to reason, well and good. If 
not, we shall humble the pride of England by means of the course that we 
now pureue in the shape of the boycott of English manufactures. We shall 
initiate all Bengalis into the principle of self-help and thereby make the 
English feel the consequences of their misdeeds. Hope and despair we have 
iven up for all time. We shall not give up the struggle even if we meet with 
efeat at every step. There is no rest for us until victory crowns our efforts, 

52. The Suhrid [Noakhali] of the 24th May says that the Barisal 
incidents have created a widespread sensation in 
Eastern Bengal and given a fresh impetus to the 
wades i movement. Swadeshi meetings are being 


The partition agitation. 


The Barisal incidents and the 
swadeshi agitation. 


held all over the country. 
53. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
„ 24th May says that Mr. Morley has discovered a 
osm oe of “sympathy” system of treatment applicable only to diseases 
of the Indians and has given to it the name of 
srurarnr treatment. The medicines favoured by this system are always 
lliative but never curative. They are completely ineffectual as regards such 
eep-seated maladies afflicting the country as poverty, famine, miscarriage of 
justice, oppression, draining away the country’s wealth, etc. They have only 
the effect of mesmerising the people and temporarily anzesthetizing their minds, 
so that after a short time all the agonies of the disease return with full force. 
The systein is, therefore, completely useless. 

The Prince of Wales has a the rulers of India to administer the 
country in a spirit of sympathy with its people. It is possible for His Royal 
Highness, who has a permanent interest in India, to have real sympathy with 
the Indians. But that is impossible for rulers like Lord Curzon and Sir 
B. Fuller, who come to India only to earn their livelihood and whose actions in 
the land are generally prompted by an inordinate love of power. If India 18 
ever governed in a spirit of sympathy with its people, there will remain 
no cause of complaint for the latter. It should be always remembered that 
what the Indians want is justice and not political independence. 

54. In the opinion of the Daily ee e of the 26th May, the 

English cannot, if the people of India really take 


FF ie up an attitude of hostility to them, preserve their 


— natives of the dominion in India either with their own strength 


or with that strength supplemented by the aid of 

foreign powers, Truthful and far-sighted En 3 have acknowledged 
that it is not Englishmen who are protecting India, but it is the Indians who are 
22 their own country on behalf of and for the sake of the English. No 
oreign power can keep India under its control if the people of the country prove 
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really inimical to it. Seeing that the Moguls, Pathans, Marathas and Sikhs, 
though resident in the country itself, could not permanently rule over it, it is 
nothing but the ravings of a madman to hold that a handful of Englishmen, 
sided by a handful of Japanese, would succeed where they failed. History 
records in letters of gold how the foundations of the Mogul Empire were placed 
on a firm footing by Akbar’s policy of trust in the people, and how a blow was 
struck at those foundations by Aurangzeb taking up the very opposite polic i 
The Russian Tsar inaugurated a repressive régime in his dominions and made 
the people discontented, but in the end even he has been compelled to bow his 
head to the popular will and to grant his subjects political rights. The 
people of India are generally peace-loving and simple-minded. Provided they 
get their fill of food daily and are permitted without interference the practice of 
their religion, they do not very much care whether it is Mogul or Sikh who is at the 
helm of State. But if the bread is taken out of the Indian’s mouth, if ways of 
advancement are closed to him, if his long-established system of education. is 
replaced by another which is initiated by the rulers for selfish purposes, then 
surely he cannot pny to the rulers the reverence due to his Sovereign who, in his 
opinion, is nothing short of a deity on earth. Theevil effects of an administra- 
tive policy of wrong and oppression become apparent notin three or four years, 
but in the course of as many generations. The present generation of Indians have 
notthe same unshaken faith in English justice that the last generationhad. Un- 
less the black spots in the administrative escutcheon which have brought about 
this change of feeling are speedily removed, the next generation will come to 
regard the English with feelings of hatred. Alliance with Japan and the expen- 
diture of thirty crores of rupees annually may keep off Russia from the English, 
but they will not succeed in keeping the minds of the people of India clear of 
feelings of hatred towards their present rulers. 
55. The Bangavasi Calcutta] of the 26th May says :— 


In his judgment on the Darjeeling murder 
„Biro gate Managers and cooly case, the trying Sessions Judge has said, “In 
eater his (Goss’s) relations to native women, he was 
of the loosest character. No cooly woman was safe from his 
advances. There can be no doubt that this looseness of conduct was the cause 
of his death.” It is quite natural that a young man, who is a bachelor 
and who finds himself lord of all he surveys in a tea-garden, should run the 
risk of losing his character and unlawfully casting his eyes on every young 
cooly woman he meets. It behoves Government to take steps to remed 
this state of things in tea-gardens. Young men should never be allowed to 
become their irresponsible heads. Only married men of mature years 
should be made Managers of tea-gardens, and there should be legislation 
to this effect. 
56. In noticing the solemn pledge of Babu Aswini Kumar Guha, 
1 n a abjuring the use of foreign articles, the Bharat 
foreign ge. Promise to abjure Mitra [Calcutta] of the 27th May says that the 
gu goods. 1 
promise, if adhered to, will have a great influence. 


Untya Papers. 

57. The Utkaldarpan [ Sambalpur] of the 14th May complains that 
6 the Sub- Judge of Sambalpur has put the petition- 
Judge, Sarnbalise und the Sessions writers and the e; ublic in Sambalpur to 
ge, alpur, do not agree. . 8 2 P 3 . 

trouble and inconvenience by prohibiting parties 
from presenting plaints that do not bear the signature of a pleader or 
mukhtar. ‘Though the Sessions Judge on the representation of the petition- 
writers ordered that they might continue to enjoy the privilege of presenting 
* until the Aesam-Bengal Act was extended to Sambalpur, the Sub- 
ir practically refuses to obey that order on the ground of its illegality, 
oF ne says that the petition-writers can go on with their business as before 
: . a, does not 
ntends that what the Sub-Judge, who is a Bengal o cer, calls illegal is 
ay legal according to the laws of the „eng F r which must be 
oe Sambalpur so long as the Assam-Bengal Act is not extended 
uereto, that this is the view of the Sessions Judge and the Deputy Commis- 


toner of Sambalpur, and thut every Englishman is expected to hold the 


contravene the provision of any law. The writer 


BaANGAVASI, | 
May 26th, 1906. 


UtkaLDakPan, 
May 14th, 1906, 


GARJATBASIBI. 


Uralter. 
May ldth, 1906. 


Maronama, 
May 2lst, 1000. 


Uriva au 
NavasaMVaD, 


May 10th, 1906. 


Sawan Vanrna 
May 17th, 1906. 
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same view. The writer further observes that the object of the Sub - Ja 

is to enlarge the hrea of the business of the pleaders, who are | 

Bengalis, at the expense of the petition-writers. : 
68. The same paper thanks the railway authorities for exempting 


8 passengers from paying fees for crossin 
The railway authoritics thanked. +4 brid es over the umna at Allahabad a 
Delhi and the third bridge over the Tusi river. : 
59. The Manorama [Baripada] of the 2let May complains that the 
signaller in charge of the wire belonging to the 
A sallway compicist. Mayurbhanj Light Railway at Baripada refuses 
to accept telegrams before 6 P.., though the prescribed time for the receipt 
of such telegrams is from 6 A. M. to 6 P. 1. The writer suggests that arrange. 
ments should be made to keep the telegraph office at Baripada open from 
7 4. M. to 9 P. M., as is the case in other railway stations, and draws the attention 
of the Maharaja to the same. . 
60. The Garjatbasini [Talcher] of the 19th May states that Ra ja 
Dwiti Krishna Ganeswar Pal Deb, of Pal Lahara, 
The Raja of Pal Iahare has taken over charge of his State from its late 
manages bis own State. Manager, Babu Syamsundar Nanda, and is manag. 
ing it without the help of a Manager. The Raja, who is said to have 
obtained the powers of a Magistrate of the second class, thus finds an 
opportunity to prove himself an able and good administrator. 
61. ‘ithe same paper learns from its contemporary of the Prajabandhu 
} that orange trees grow in wild luxuriance in some 
Oranges wasted in Angal and of the jungles in Angul and Daspalla, and that 
— their fruits ure wasted in the jungles without 
coming to the service of man. The writer draws the immediate attention 
of the foresters of both the States to this state of things, as they are responsible 
for the protection and goud use of the forest produces. 
62. The Utkalaipika (Cuttack | of the 19th May states that the gentlemen 
of the Jajpur town convened a meeting on the 
4 farewell dinner to Mr. Mau. 29th April in the premises of the local High 
Onur at Janae Subdivisions! English School, where about 300 gentlemen were 
; present, to give a farewell entertainment to Babu 
Purnachandra Maulik, the retiring Subdivisional Officer of Jajpur. Fire- 
works and music with gramophone also graced the occasion. Mr. Maulik 
caused many wells and tanks to be excavated or repaired in the Sargara 
pargana of the Jajpur subdivision and helped other works of public utility, 
thereby earning the lasting gratitude of all classes of people in that subdivision. 
The Sargara correspondent of the same paper writes in the same strain. 
63. The same paper 1 glad a find that the oy Segre again 8 
a me astern Bengal and Assam has acted wisely by 
R. INN 1 — withdrawing the Bande Mataram circular 3 
Bengal. in November last, though His Honour’s attempt 
to justify the abolished circular is in no way convincing. The terms of the 
withdrawal lead people to think that he has been compelled to do so in 
obedience to the orders of the Secretary of State for India. The writer 
hopes that the troubles of the people in Eastern Bengal have come to an.end, 
and that Sir B. Fuller will act with good sense and wisdom in future withont 
soiling the reputation of British rule in India. ! | 
64. The Utkaldarpan | r of the 14th May states that the 
sky is slightly cloudy, that the temperature is 
The wosther in Sambslper, high, and that the k. are preparing to 
sow paddy by the æỹτ. di method. 75 | 
63. The Manorama [ Baripada] of the 2Ist 
ve ee n May states that good At of tn fell there 
on the Ist instant. 


66. The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 10th May states that 


| me there was no rain worth the name in the last 
be — 205 week, though very large clouds were sometimes 
visible, that drinking-water has become scarce in some places in the interior 
of the Balasore district, and that agricultural operations have been impeded. 
The Samvad Vahita [Balasore] of the 17th May states that it rained 

in some places in the Balasore district and that more rain is soon expected. 
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rjatbasini { Talcher] of the 19th May states that the temper- 

* aed aed a rising day after day, that there has been 

The weather in Talcher. o ruin as yet, wed — the Brahmi river has saved 

of villages situated near its banks from water-famine. 

ps my "The Uikaldipika [Cuttack] of the 19th May states that a good 

shower of zain fell in Cuttack on the 18th instant, 

that similar rain is reported to have fallen in some 

laces in the interior of that district, but that in most places sowing operations 
eannot commence for want of rain. 

The Jajpur correspondent of the same paper states that there is no 

rain, though clouds are sometimes visible, and that the agriculturists pass 


their days in great anxiety. 


The weatber in Puri. 


The weather in Cuttack. 


69. The Puri correspondent of the same paper 
says that there was a good shower of rain there 


70. The Utkaldarpan [Sambalpur] of the 14th 
May states that there were plenty of mangoes in that 
district. 

71. The Manorama ‘ Baripada] of the 21st May states that about five- 

eignths of the population of Hindol are unable to 

buy food and save themselves, though rice sells 

at the rate of ten seers per rupee. , 

72. The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 16th May states 

ee that there is no rain and that drinking-water has 

‘ant of drinking-water in become scarce. The agricultural operations are 
ee also at a standstill. 

73. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 19th May states that there were 
plenty of mangoes in the Cuttack district and that 
they supplied food to the poor for about two 
months. The constant export of mangoes to Calcutta and other distant 
places could not cheapen the article in the Cuttack district. 

The Jajpur correspondent of the same paper states that a good mango 
crop in the Jajpur subdivision has to a great extent relieved the distress 
of the poor in that subdivision. 

74. The same correspondent states that fuccavs advances to the poor 
agriculturists in the Dharmsala thana of the Jajpur 
subdivision have enabled them to prepare them- 
selves for the agricultural operations of the coming 

ear. 

75. The Lanjigarh correspondent of the Garjatbasini [Talcher] of the 

| | _  ¥Yth May states that a peculiar disease has made 
ue mortal disease in its appearance in that place. A slight attack of 

fever is followed by headache, after which the 
two eyes lose their 223 of perception and the patient dies. Already 
six men have died of the disease. | 

76. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 19th May states that cholera 

e has made its appearance in that town and has 
already killed one or two men. 

77. The Sambalpur Hitaishini [Bamra] of the 12th May states that a 
great fire in Deogarh consumed a large number of 
houses, destroying property worth about Rs. 6,000. 
This fire was followed by another fire in Kochinda, which also destroyed 
property worth Rs. 2,500. This has greatly depressed the spirit of the 
people in Bamra. K 
78. The Manorama 1 8 2 21st may 2 gh pent fire 
1 a in Nayagarh destroyed the school, the jail, the 
nnn palace and the ibe of the State. About three- 
fourths of the N ayagarh town has been destroyed. 

79. The Utkaldipika laune of 2 19th May states ot 2 were 

1 i ree fires in three places in the inda estate, 
K . its Ri.. de liber. which destroyed a Keen quantity of property, mak- 
Rai got ing a large number of men poor and helpless. The 

ja of Sukinda was personally present on the spot and had the fires extin- 
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guished with great difficulty. He supplied a large quantity of paddy, eatables 
and cloth to the sufferers, and made other arrangements for their relief, He 
has also given orders for a free supply of timber and bamboo to those who 
want to rebuild their houses. | | 7 
80. The Jajpur correspondent of the same paper states that the 
appearance of strange phenomena in the house of 
work Bhikari Panigrahi in Champa Marhai in the Jaipur 
town leads many to think that supernatural 
are at work there. Throwing of brickbats, stones and clods of earth is followed 
by that of bones, night-soil and other rubbish. These are followed by fires 
in different parts of the house. The causes of these strange doings are 
unknown. | 
81. The Puri correspondent of the same paper states that the Chandan 
ceremonies of god Jagannath in Puri were 
celebrated with due éclat¢ on und around the 
celebrated Narendra tank. About 25,000 pilgrims 
and visitors graced the ceremonies by their presence, A man was, however 
drowned in the Narendra tank. | 
82. The Sambalpur Hitaishini ( gpg the 12th May sincerely mourns 
the death of Srimati Nagendra Bala Saraswati, 
The demise of e Bengali poetess the Bengali poetess, who had made herself famous 
mourned. ° : . 5 ; . 
in Orissa by translating Uriya verses into Bengali 
and by writing original poetical compositions in the Uriya language. 
.bin Vanixa, 83. The Samrad Vahika |Balasore}] of the 17th May states that the 
May 17th, 1906, Chandan festival was celebrated in due form at 
pi ber gener eee Sunhat in Balasore. The interest of the Hindu 
community in that town was centred for five days together in that festival at 
Sunhat. No pains were spared by the Sunhat landlords to make the Chandan 
successful. 
Gansarpastnt, 84. The Garjatbasini [Talcher} of the 19th May states that a big 
May 19th 1906. religious méla took place in village Konkili in 
Talcher on the full moon night in Baitsakh last. 
A lar — of people belonging to Talcher and other neighbouring States 
attended it. , | 
nina mr. 85. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 19th May states that the Chandan 
a on ee festival in Cuttack was celebrated in due form. 
The Chandan festival in Cuttack There were ten Chandan parties in Cuttack. The 
and the state of important tanks Friter observes that the existence of dry tanks in 
Cuttack was a great drawback to the successful 
performance of the Chandan ceremony No doubt the Chandan parties had 
recourse to the Mahanadi and Kathjuri to row the pleasure-boats of their gods 
and goddesses. But the performances were not very successful. The writer 
draws the attention of the Chandan parties to the fact that they could have, 
had they willed, repaired the important tanks at the Cuttack town by the 
help of their rich constituents. At any rate, an appeal to Babu Radha Prasad 
Bhagat and the successors in interest of the late Babu Haribullabh Bose 
Bahadur would have ensured the repair or re-excavation of the Baxibazar tank 
and the Gangamandir tank, respectively. 
Gs wpsrevs 5 oe 86. The Sambalpur  Hitaishini [Benes] of 
17 41 u elition of beet in Dhen- the 12th May thanks the Raja of Dhenkanal for 
' abolishing the institution of bheti in his State. 
UrksLpreima, 87. The Uikaldipiki (Cuttack) of the 19th May learns from its contem- 
May 17¢h, 1909, os 2 of the Medini Bandhav that a swadeshs store- 
3 „ Alla aay trans. house transaction in Midnapore collapsed through 
Faarious reasons, proving an entire failure in the 
end. The writer surmises that want of union led to the failure of the under- 
cy and that the Indians can never succeed in swadesht undertakings unless 
they learn to study carefully their wants and defects and remedy the same 
by working together carefully and in a united spirit. 


88. The same paper institutes a comparison between the workings 


Supernatural agencies at 
in a particular house. 


The Chandan ceremonies of 
god Jagannath and an accident. 


9 


A religious méla in Talcher. 


f ith the 
English and Indian under- of the managing directors connected wi , 


newly started Andrew Yule Mill Company, Calcutta, 


taki d. 
ä and those of the men engaged in purchasing 
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the Laksbmi Tulasi Cotton Mill at Serampore, and observes that while the 
former raised their capital of six lakhs in four days, the latter have: not as 

at completed. their purchase negotiations. This is a sad comment on the 
business-like character of the Indian. The swadeshi and Bande Mataram cries can 
never save the Indians, unless they learn business habits from the Englishmen. 
Here is an instance of the cleverness of some Englishmen, who take the 
Indians at their words and try to supply them with clothes by manufacturing 
them in India. a i i 

89. The same paper defends the President of the third Utkal Union 
Conference from the attacks of the Utkaldarpan 
and observes that the President was right in his 
reflections on the attitude of the Sambalpur Uriyas towards the Conference, 

The Manorana [Buripada] of the 21st May also defends the President in 

imilar way. 9 
: The Uriga and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 16th May defends the 
Reception Committee organised at Balasore in connection with the third 
Utkal Union Conference against the attacks of the Prajabandhu, which is of 
opinion that the members of that Committee did not discharge their duties 

isfactorily. 
es The 1 Vahtka [ Balasore | of the 17th May suggests that the 
members of the Utkal Union Conference must not quarrel with one another 
over petty matters, but join together in accomplishing the common object that 
they have in view. The writer is of opinion that it would be far better to 
invite the members of the Conference to any of its meeting by an advertise- 
ment in public newspapers, as the system of issuing special invitation letters 
is attended with many difficulties. 

90. The Utkaldurpan [Sambalpur] of the 14th May is of opinion that 

improved communications between Bengal and 

A request to adopt a reaction: Orissa have enabled the Bengal agitators to 

7 ey: exercise their influence over the Uriyas through 

the medium of the Bengali residents in Orissa. The writer therefore requests 

Government to adopt a policy of reaction and refuse the Bongalis admission 
into the service of the Orissa Province. 

91. The Manorama [Baripadaj of the 2lst May regrets that the 

| Maharajas, Rajas and zamindars of Orissa do not 
The attitude of Uriya Rajas try to secure the affection and esteem of their own 
=" — ee ae, Uriyas, though they fail not to court the 
. favour of the Bengali foreigners by whom they 

are insulted every now and then. 

92. The Uriya and Navasamvad [ Balasore} of the 16th May writes in 
favour of the Bengulis in Orissa and states that 
they have done much to civilize the Uriyas in 
various ways. Were it not for the labours of the 
Bengali patriots, the Uriyas would have been revelling in Cimmerian darkness. 
The Uriyas should therefore be grateful to the Bengalis and not quarrel with 
them for having done good to the people of Orissa. At any rate, the Uriyas 
should look upon the domiciled Bengalis as their brethren and share with them 
the loaves and fishes that may come in their way. The writer holds the 
Utkaldarpan of Sambalpur responsible for the ill-feeling that is being created 
between the two races by injudicious and selfish writings. 

93. Referring to the punitive police which the Government has placed 
in the subdivision of Bhadrak in district Balasore 
for a temporary period at the cost of the inhabi- 
tants of some of the villages of that subdivision, 
the Utkaldarpan [Sambalpur] of the 14th May is unable to understand why 
the Government did not exempt the Hindus of the villages concerned from 
payment of the cost of the punitive police. ‘The Government is fully aware 
that the Muhammadans were the aggressors, and therefore it is not justified in 
punishing the Hindus of the villages concerned. 

94. Referring to the strike of meh ters and meht:ranis in Cuttack, the 
Utkaldiptka Cuttack] of the 19th Mey observes 
that the strike was brought about by the refractory 
spirit of the melters and their women, who 
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disliked to work in as many houses as were ry, to them. A spirit. of 
union among the mehters and their desire to have less work, brought about th 
strike, which lasted for four days. This strike put the inhabitants of the 
Cuttack town to the greatest inconvenience imaginable. The Municipal; 

has imported 40 mehters from the Ganjam district and hopes an additiong 
supply of 70 mehters from that district. A criminal case has also been 
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I.—Foreicn PoLITICs. 


Bengalee writes that after Russia had secured a preponderating 
ee sition in Northern Persia, erg set about 


The partition of Peris. Consolidating her position in the south, with the 
result that Persia was pra ctically partitioned. The work of demarcating the 
respective “spheres of influence” is now to, be taken in hand, and it is 
E that by mutual consent the proceedings are going to be conducted 
peacefully. ‘When thieves do not fall out, honesty has a hard time of it.“ 


IIl.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Police. 


694, The Bengalee points out that in view of the Police Commission's 
| Report, the position of the Calcutta Police is a 
Police reform. most anomalous one, as it is not yet decided 
whether it is to continue as a separate body or be merged into the Bengal 
Police. The reason urged agaiust amalgamation is that it would take a life- 
time to master the advanced criminality to which the mixed population of 
Calcutta is addicted. On the other hand, the advocates of amalgamation argue 
that much of the crime committed in the metropolis is the work of gangs settled 
somewhere in the vicinity, who retire to their haunts after having indulged in 
a bout of crime and so baffle both the metropolitan and the mufassal police. 
The Bengalee records its vote in favour of non-amalgamation, as the Calcutta 
criminal needs a police officer who has received a special training in his modus 
operand. 
é 695. The Indian Empire writes that the Superintendent of Police, 
Rangpur, has notified his existence by issuing a 
circular directing that all persons wishing to hold 
meetings or processions in any place of public resort, must apply for permission 
to do so in order to allow the police to make the necessary arrangements for 
the regulation of traffic. When once policemen have taken to issuing circulars, 
anything is possible. Suppose, however, the people of Rangpur do not apply 
for permission to hold a meeting or procession, what will the police do? Dis- 
erse the assembly ? The journal advises that a public meeting should at once 
8 held in Rangpur without permission in order to test this uncalled-for circular. 


Another circular. 


) — Working of the Courts. 


696. The Amrita Bazar Patrika considers that Indian Deputy Magistrates 
or intellectual Gurkhas are * themselves 
notorious by their ghastly acts. The latest 
offender is the Subdivisional Officer of Munsbigunge, who convicted four school- 
boys of the charge of obstructing a constable in the alleged discharge of his 
duty and sentenced two to fines of Rs, 500 and Rs. 150, respectively, and the 
remaining two to thirty stripes. This outrage on justice is enhanced by the 
admission of the trying Magistrate that the accused acted in a worthy manner 
in attempting to defend an innocent man. The Magistrate further admits that 
the constable was not justified in dragging the man to the “section.” The 
accused therefore deserved thanks for displaying the public spirit they did, but 
instead, ferocious punishments were inflicted on them. Now, if the Sub- 
divisional Officer were a free man, he would have acted differently, but he has 
been thoroughly emasculated. It is the same with every other Indian official. 
Is not the country then justified in expecting that its sons should shun Govern- 
ment service ? 
697. The Amrita Bazar Patrika is astonished at the effrontery of the 
mee native Magistrate who tried the Munshigunge case, 
in inflicting monstrous fines on two of the accused 
students and corporal punishment on the other two, after admitting that 
they had behaved nobly and had not violated any law in obstructing a 
constable who had arrested a person they believed to be innocent. But the 


The Munshigunge case. 


trying Magistrate admits that he had another motive for passing the crushing 


sentence he did, namely, ‘‘to curb the prevailing spirit.“ 
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The journal reminds this officer that it does not become him to ape the 
European, and that he should have gone on the facts of the case. 
698: The Indian Empire writes that it is not the European officials alone 
5 who have been contaminated by the pernicious 
The Munshigunge ease. example set by Sir B. Fuller. Indian officials have 
also received the taint. The dispersal of a public meeting at Brahmanbarig 
and the recent events at Rajshahi, Mymensingh, and Backergunge, which it 
would be painful to enlarge upon, clearly prove this. The Subdivisional 
Officer of Munshigunge, however, has surpassed all his official countrymen, 
Four lads are charged with having obstructed a police officer in the discharge 
of his duty. This ‘duty,’ as far as can be seen, lay in the constable arrestin 
an innoceut man, and the alleged obstruction consisted in the lads, who were 
convinced of the man’s innocence, insisting on his being taken to the thana and 
not to the “section.” In the opinion of the trying Magistrate, the boys 
deserved thanks for their public spirit, but, nevertheless, he passed ferocious 
sentences on them, because he thought it necessary to curb the prevailing — 
spirit! What has a Magistrate to do with the prevailing spirit”? Here is 
a case for Mr. Morley to take a note of. 
699. ‘Ihe Amrita Bazar Patria writes that the Blood-Bath” case at 
Lahore furnishes another instance of how lightly 
nnn a the lives of ‘‘natives” are regarded by some 
Anglo-Indian Judges. In this case about six persons stood charged with 
murdering a young boy uamed Arjun. The accused were committed to the 
Sessions. with the result that three were sentenced to death and two to penal 
servitude for life. On appeal to the Chief Court all the accused were acquitted 
by the Hon’ble Judges “after a careful perusal of the evidence and a 
consideration of the probabilities ” ! | 
700. Barisal, writes the Amrita Bazar Patrika, has been shocked at 
Mr. Emerson’s action in dismissing the cases 
NX Jack instituted against Mr. Jack, Settlement Officer. 
1 The former dealt with the complaints of the 
four delegates in the same airy fasbion, but the High Court pulled his ears 
severely. This, however, does not appear to have acted as a deterrent, for 
despite the testimony of the naib that he was illegally arrested and abused by 
Mr. Jack, and the corroborative evidence of the raiyats, who affirm that they 
were handcuffed as lathials, dragged from one police-station to another, and 
severely beaten, the trying Magistrate dismisses the case without even putting 
Mr. Jack on his trial! This is truly Emersonism. If Sir B. Fuller wishes to 
save himself from further humiliation, he had better put down these scandalous 
proceedings with a firm hand. | 
701. The Bengalee writes that the public have scarcely forgotten Mr. 
Emerson’s performances in connection with the 
Conference when they are called upon to admire 
Mr. Jack’s proceedings and a repetition of Mr. Emerson’s eccentricities. 
As is known, the former has been charged with certain criminal offences, but 
whet the case came up for trial before the Magistrate, he dismissed it as 
“purely vexatious and full of falsehoods.” Realising, however, the lessons of 
the past and the possibilities in store with the High Court still in existence, the 
Magistrate revised his order the very next day and directed the complainants 
and their witnesses to appear before him at Alipur, the place of occurrence, on 
the 28th instant, when ne would try the cases. Is the Magistrate competent to 
try there cases after having previously dismissed them as ‘‘ vexatious,” ef¢., 
without recording a particle of evidence? As a man of honour, cought he to try 
them ? Is he not reviving the cases merely to comply with the requirements 
of the law and the directions of the High Court before dismissing them again ? 
To expect Mr. Emerson to transfer these cases to some other file sua motu 
would be expecting too high a standard of justice from him; but, apart from 
this, his first order gives the complainants a legal right to have the case 
transferred to some other Magistrate, | 
702. The Indian Empire writes that when Mr. Emerson summarily 
pase dismissed the serious charges preferred against 


Ibid. 


3 Mr. Jack, Settlement Officer, as “vexatious an 
full of falsehoods,” he doubtless thought that he was obliging a colleague. 
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arly he did not do his duty, and there can be no stronger proof of this 
aig "tact that he barely a thee 24 hours to go by before he had revised 
his order and directed the complainants to appear before him on the 28th: 
instant at Alipur, the place of occurrence. hat the next order will be can’ 
clearly be surmised. Mr. Emerson, however, should continue to remember that 
the High Court is ever ready to put him right in judicial matters. . 
703. The Bengalee considers that the Nursingdi salt case which has just 
been disposed of by the High Court still further 
Administration of justice in the oondemns the administration of justice as carried on 
neh ansvame in the new province. The accused—one a dewan 
and the other a peon of the owner of Nursingdi hdt— were charged before the 
Subdivisional Officer of Narayanganj with having used force towards the com- 
plainant, who had brought Liverpool salt to sell at the Ad¢, and were sentenced. 
to three months’ imprisonment and a fine of Rs. 300, and six months’ imprison- 
ment and a fine of Rs. 100, respectively! The defence urged that no force was 
used and that the complainant was merely requested not to sell Liverpool salt at 
the dt. On appeal to the Sessions Judge the sentence in both cases was reduced 
to a fine only, and the High Court have reduced the fines from Rs. 300 and 
Rs. 100 to Rs. 50 and Rs. 25, respectively. Doos this not afford abundant proof 
of the monstrosity of the sentence inflicted by the Subdivisional Officer of 
Narayanganj? It should now be clear to the Secretary of State why the 
people protested against partition with all the force they could command. 


BENGALES, 


704. The Amrita Bazar Patrika draws attention to some serious dis- Auma Basak 


crepancies that have crept into the explanation 


The Madaripur students’ case. gubmitted to the Criminal Bench of the High Court 


by Mr. Briscoe, Subdivisional Officer of Madaripur, in connection with the 


Madaripur students’ case. In the 6th paragraph of his explanation, Mr. Briscoe 
affirms that he told the Head-Master that he would allow the students to be dealt 
with out of Court ifthe former would agree to hold an inquiry and trace the real 
offenders. It is further stated by Mr. Briscoe that he repeated this offer in 
open Court. If this is correct, then the High Court are quite justified in think- 
ing that the Subdivisional Officer was anxious to befriend the school. The 
Head-Master, however, denies this, and if he made a declaration on oath to this 


effect, it would remove the erroneous impression that unjust aspersions were 


cast on Mr. Briscoe. As regards the surrounding of the school by a large 
police force, this officer says that a 10 or 12 chaukidars were present. This 
in itself is an ugly admission, but the opposition affirm that at least 
100 chaukidars in uniform were present, some of them armed with regulation: 
lathis! Can this be reconciled with Mr. Briscoe’s statements? In consequence 
of this show of police force, no less than 25 students have taken their transfer 
certificates. Do the Hon’ble Judges still believe that the Subdivisional Officer 
was well disposed towards the school? The public are convinced that Mr. 
Briscoe’s statement does not contain the whole truth, and the pity is that the 
High Court have to accept it without giving the petitioners an opportunity of 
rebutting his misstatements. The result is that Mr. Briscoe is absolute master 
of the situation, and Their Lordships have to base their decision on his explana- 
tion, although it has been challenged by the public. | 
705. Referring to the keen disappointment and indignation expressed by 
the European community at Mr. Goss's alleged 
murderer not being sentenced to death, the Amrita 
Sazar Patrika asks if humanity can really feel any pleasure in seeing the 
wrong man punished. But. why has it been assumed that the unfortunate man’s 
‘murderer was a native. If he were a native, how has he accomplished the 
exceedingly difficult task of concealing his identity? ‘There are grave doubts 
regarding the guilt of the man who has been sentenced to life-imprisonment; 
but, nevertheless, Europeans—men and women alike—are sorry that he has 
not been hanged, and hanged in a conspicuous place ! 


(d)— Education. : 
706. The National Council of Education appears to the Indian Mirror 


to be a very anomalous institution. It has selected 
text-books, appointed examiners, and announced 


The Darjeeling murder case. 


The National Council of Educa- 
tion. f 


the dates on which examinations will be held, but 
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where are the schools and colleges from which candidates aré to be sent up? 
Above all, will the certificates granted to successful candidates any 
value and receive any recognition from Government? If not, the question of 2 
Nation Council of Education automatically falls through. Then, again, where 
is the utility of ushering into existence an institution that is admittedly an 
examining body, when the country is crying out for a teaching University ? 
Is the National Council of Education only going to hold examinations and grant 
diplomas? Ifso, it had better cease to exist and give place to an efficient 
odusitiog organisation. This is what the country wants. 


(e) Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


207. The Bengale hopes that now that Babu J. C. Bose, late Deputy 
ü License Off. cer of the Corporation, has been honour- 
The late Deputy License Otficers ably acquitted by a competent Court of law, the 
. General Committee will revoke the order of 
dismissal passed under a misapprehension of the facts of the case. Mr. All 
however, sees no reason why this old servant of the Corporation should be 
reinstated. The reason is as clear as a pike-staff, and the Chairman should 
cease to be vindictive, now that Babu J. C. Bose has been proved to be 
innoceut. 


(h)— General, 


708. The Indian Nation considers that in the absence of anything 
R to the contrary, the withdrawal of the Bande 
N — should be regarded as a spon- 
. taneous act of Sir B. Fuller, and the people should 
be heartily grateful, since it was not possible for them to have been propitiated 
in a greater degree. Sir B. Fuller was unreservedly attacked when he imposed 
harmful restrictions on the people, but now that he has removed these restric- 
tions, enmity and vituperation should cease, as a continuance of these 
offensive methods, in spite of the fact that a graceful concession has been 
made, would neither be generous nor politic. The trend of the present agitation 
must be changed. Boycotting” in the present circumstances would be 
indefensible, and such expressions as repressive action,” “ unconstitutional 
methods,” etc.. must be expunged from platform phraseology. In short, to use 
insulting expressions with reference to the Lieutenant-Governor, to receive him 
with studied disrespect, to attribute unworthy motives to him, would, in the. 
present situation, be incapable of justification. | 
709. The Bengalee observes that Sir B. Fuller has reduced the operation 
nig of “climbing down” to a fine art. He was 
compelled to withdraw his Bande Mataram circular 
by, higher authority, but worded the document in which the withdrawal was 
announced so as to convey the impression that the act was voluntary! 
Similarly, the circular issued over the signature of the Director of Publi 
Instruction announcing the unconditional reinstatement of schoolboys is 
deliberately couched in language which leads one to suppose that the act is 
one of clemency on the part of Sir B. Fuller! Everybody knows the truth, 
so no one is deceived. _ : 
710. One- man rule has failed, says the Amrita Buzar Patrika, and Sir B. 
au F uller has failed with it. He has lost all along 
the line by identifying himself with an unnatural 
policy and has brought humiliation and universal ridicule on himself. His 
repressive administration has been brought to an inglorious close and he has no 
one bat himself to blame. He declared that he was above Parliament and the 
High Court, but Sir Henry Cotton and the Hon’ble Judges have denied this 
claim in a very practical manner. The former has caused his illegal circulars 
to be withdrawn and the latter have set aside his arbitrary and illegal findings. 
The students must be reinstated ‘unconditionally, This is the unkindest cut 
ofall. He hated them with an indignant hate and must he now invite them to 
return and stifle his feelings like the good Christian of old? As we sow 80 we 
reap. This is the immutable law. 


„ 
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711. The Benga los 1 po Sir 2 Fuller = N N uy 
Materem for gliding from ‘one illegality to another. 
K 1 — the Bands Ma — es but in the 
very document withdrawing it, he invests the police with the power of requiring 
neral or special licenses to be taken out for all processions.. No wonder, then, 
the Superintendent of Police, Rangpur, has issued a notice to this effect, Fancy 
licenses for public meetings in British territory under British rule! Probably 
this is a new development of the concessions promised by the Secretary of 
State! The journal considers that, in view of Sit B. Fuller’s own circular, legal 
opinion should be taken as to whether licerses are required for processions 
unaccompanied by music. 3 ü 
712. A correspondent writing to the Bengalee states that pamphlets in 
P et which it is a that pa mgr - support 
. the Muhammadans in terrorising and oppressing 
— ie cic the Hindus, are in healthy circulation among the 
masses. Did the Government know of the existence of these pamphlets, 
and if so, what action did it take? That the present movement against the 
Hindus has been officially inspired there seems no doubt. os 
What did the Inspector of Schools, Mymensingh, mean by paying the 
fines realised from the Hindu students of the Kishorganj School into the 
Anjuman i-Islamia, and was this not part of a general policy hatched at 
Shillong ? 
713. Power and Guardian writes that the real cause of the Mymensingh 
riot is to be found in the stories circulated by 
shina pamphleteers that the Government would support 
any action that the Muhammadans took against the Hindus. The officials 
have by their utterances and actions confirmed this belief, and it is they 
who are primarily responsible for the rupture that has ensued. If it isa 


fact that pamphlets were actually being circulated amongst the masses, what 


explanation has the Government to offer for their failure to stop their 
circulation ? It cannot seriously be urged that the Government was unaware 
of the existence of these pamphlets and the action of certain Maulvis. The 
public demand an explanation. | 
714. The Amrita Bazar Patrika publishes in eztenso certain letters 
Thig received from correspondents showing that the 
oa settled conviction of the people is that the officials 
of Eastern Bengal and Assam are doing all in their power to shield those 
Muhammadans against whom criminal cases have been instituted as a result 
of the recent rowdyism in Mymensingh. One of the complainants, named 
Ram Sankar Chakravarti, moved the Magistrate to engage the Government 
Pleader to conduct the prosecution, but this was refused. The complainant 
then intimated to the Magistrate that he had engaged a leading pleader at 
his own expense and asked that the latter might be allowed to conduct the 
prosecution, This was also refused. A third application was filed by the 
complainant, praying that the pleader engaged by him might be allowed to 
examine the prosecution and cross-examine the defence witnesses. The 
Magistrate likewise rejected this, and added that the police would ‘ examine 


and cross-examine the witnesses first,“ after which the complainant’s pleader 


might only cross-examine and argue.” Ibis is capital, indeed, and what 
18 more heinous is that the Commissioner and Lieutenant-Governor have 
declined to interfere! Is not this the most clinching proof that the allegations 
against Sir B, Fuller’s Government are true? How can it consistently proceed 
against a community it has incited to revolt against the Hindus? The 
Governor-General has, however, been moved, and it remains to be seen what 
action His Kxcellency takes. | 

715. The Bengalee is doubtful whether the Secretary of State merely 
expressed a piovs wish or meant to convey a 
covert hint to his subordinates in India when 
he declared that sympathy was the keynote of England’s relations with 
India. The journal, however, confronts Mr. Morley with his own observation 
that both sympathy and policy are needed when dealing with an excited and 


Sympathy versus policy. 


irritated people, and points out that India continues to be ruled on 
Principles devoid of either. True statesmanship consists in satisfying vital 
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needs and removing vital dangers. Has Mr. Morley’s policy followed t 
lines? Public pas denies that it has and is agreed that Mr. . 
as good or as bad as a Tory. Partition, although admitted to be a mistake. 
has been perpetuated. This is not policy, neither is it sympathy. What is 
the obvious duty of the people of India in these circumstances? To f 
by every possible means that strength which would give to their demands 


Sei wees 


an irresistible force. 
Ib MIRROR, 716. If it is true, says the Indian Mirror, that Sir B. Fuller is recon- 
26th May 1906. sidering the case of the Weekly Chronicle, then 
it can be safely inferred that there is going to be 
another exhibition of “climbing down” on his 
part. The Weekly Chronicle bas neither apologised nor retracted the statement 
which cost it the patronage of the State. Why, then, has Sir B. Fuller chosen 
to reconsider his decision? Clearly the Secretary of State is undoing his 
mistakes one after another. What an unhappy position for the ruler of a 
province to be in! Yet he will not follow the dignified course of resigning 
his office. 
717. The Indian Mirror writes that now that the Secretary of State ig 
5 if convinced of the reign of terror prevailing in 
B. Paige eta of State and Sir East Bengal, he is doing all in his power to curb 
| Sir B, Fuller and modify his pernicious policy 
gradually. Something more, however, is needed, namely, the immediate 
removal of Sir B. Fuller. He cannot safely be treated with leniency any 
longer, and the sooner he is given his discharge, the better for the Empire. 
718. The Bengalee bemoans the ‘‘ gubernatorial murder” committed b 
Sir B. Fuller and goes on to relate how this 
“ murder” was perpetrated. It appears that a 
criminal condemned to death appealed to the Lieutenant-Governor to exercise 
his prerogative of mercy and pardon his life, or in the event of his prayer 
being rejected, to forward his petition to the Government of India, His 
Honour rejected the petition, which he forwarded to the Government of India, 
ordering, at the same time, that the execution should take place on the 2lst 
instant. After the man was hanged on the date fixed, a telegram was received 
from the Government of India ordering the execution to be stayed! It is 
uite possible that that Government might have commuted the sentence of 
death into one of life-imprisonment, but the victim is now past all mercy. 
Why did Sir B. Fuller forward the petition if he intended taking independent 
action in regard to a life he could not restore ? 
nan Maos, 719. The Indian Mirror points out that the military burden is increasing 
Q7th May 1906, daily, for the sole reason that the entire system of 
Indian defence is based on a policy of distrust. 
Is it credible that the Indian people, who constitute one-fifth of the human 
race, are debarred from all honourable participation in the defence of their 
hearths and homes? The strength of a Government does not lie in maintaining 
hordes of mercenaries, but in keeping its subjects happy and contented. 
Is this policy of distrust likely to inspire loyalty and create happiness? 
Millions are wasted yearly in military reorganisation, but nothing is done to 
satisfy the natural aspirations of the people. The result is discontent, and it is 
this that constitutes the most serious menace to the British Empire. 
8 720. It is admitted, writes Power and Guardian, that the clerks of the 
Gun, 3 Postal Department are very overworked, but in 
* May 1906. Po spite of this, they are hardly dealt with by their 
superior officers, notably the Deputy Controller of the Nagpur section. It is 
alleged that during his short incumhency no less than 70 clerks have been 
degraded! Can it he that these unfortunate men have suddenly ceased to give 
satisfaction ? Then, again, they are never granted privilege leave, and appli- 
cations for medical leave are resented. The journal draws the attention of the 
_ Director-General to this unsatisfactory state of things. 
3 721. The Indian Empire writes that Sir B. Fuller having been defeated 
20th May 1906, in open conflict with the people, has begun his 
retreat, and it certainly cannot be characterised as 
a graceful one. He has withdrawn the Bande Mataram circular and has 
laboured to show that Ae has withdrawn it. Similarly, he has endeavoured to 
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Militarism in India. 


Further climbing down. 


CF. 


incredulous public that ze has readmitted expelled students, 
1 All this is too impossible of belief in view of the Secre 
of State’s recent utterances. But the people should not quarrel with Sir 
B. Fuller if he has preferred subterfuge to manliness—continuance in office to 


resignation. 
III.—LEGISLATION. 


722. The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes that if, on the one hand, Mr. Morley 
ignores the King-Emperor's commands regarding 
— . tren cenras the grant of free institutions with u view to promoting 
loyalty and, on the other, forsakes his own principles as an out-and-out Liberal, 
by refusing to grant India a larger measure of self government than she now 
enjoys, then he had better cease to preside over Indian affairs, The Indians 
him very handsomely for his labour and they expect their money’s worth, 
But if the Secretary of State is not prepared to consider either the question of 
self-government or increasing the number of elected members of the Viceroy’s 
Council, what is he going to do? Does he know that Legislative Councils in 
India are mere caricatures of self-governing bodies, that the unofficial members 
are even less than figure-heads, and that they are neither respected nor con- 
sidered by the Government? What is more is that they are in a standing 
minority. Their presence on the Council is thus a positive danger to the 
Empire, and. Lord Curzon did not fail to take advantage of their position. 
Is this dark state of affairs going to continue? It cannot. The Councils 
must be reformed in the right direction and the elected members invested with 
more extensive powers, The right of interpellation must be absolute. If 
this is not done, then the journal appeals to its countrymen not to bring 
further humiliation upon themselves by striving to be members of Legislative 
“Shams. 
723. The Bengalee eulogises Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar and 
: Mr, J. Chowdry for declining to stand for election 
to the Council of the new province, and so respect- 
ing the wishes of the nation. Having regard to the strong feeliug against 
partition, which has further been embittered by official lawlessness, it would not 
be compatible with self-respect for any Bengali to enter the Council. 

724. Referring to the contention that it would be unreasonable for the 
people of the new province to abstain from taking 
any part in the elections to the new Council when 
they participate in municipal elections, the Bengalee 
points out that the two cases are not analogous, The Municipalities have not 
been created by the new Government, whereas the Council has, and to enter 
the latter would be to acquiesce in partition. Deeds and not words are 
required to undo this obnoxious measure, but if the representatives of the 
people stultify themselves and the agitation by standing for election, the evil 
will be perpetuated. 


The Assam Council. 


The elections to the Council of 
the new province 


VI.—-MIscELLANEOUS, 


725. The Indian Nation again protests against the illogical demand that 
— all honorary office holders should resign their posts, 
and asks why the line should be drawn here, why 

should not all men who have received titles from Government be calied upon 
to discard them? Why should not men be required to give up University 
degrees, professional qualifications acquired from the Government and 
practising in courts which are State institutions? Why should men who render 
service without being remunerated for their trouble be called upon to refrain 
from doing so ? _ It is obvious that if holders of honorary offices are required 
* their independence and self-respect by resignation of these offices, 
the obligation on the part of paid servants of the Government to also resign 
18 a hundredfold greater. Indians are taught in English schools, they read 
— books, they receive favours at the hands of Englishmen, they serve 
oe English Government, they obtain redress in English courts according to 
© spirit of English laws, they plead for rights which England has taught 


D 


em to value, and they think they boycott the English Government by simply 
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iving up Honorary Magistracies? This is preposterous, and those 
a de A these. ieee are traitors. They have confused ends and m — 
Agitate by all means; denounce Sir B. Fuller's proceedings; expose bis 
methods; plead for his recall; vindicate pa rights, but do not plunge 
the country in confusion by making demands which cannot be met by your 
countrymen. 
726. The Bengalee refers to a rumour to the effect that a Marwari dealer 
has recently entered into a contract with a 
. ggg movement andthe Manchester firm for 5,000 bules of dhoties on the 
stipulation that the cloth is not to bear the name 
of the manufacturers. The object in view is doubtless to sell this consign. 
ment to unsuspecting buvers as swadeshi cloth. The journal appeals to the 
Marwari Chamber of Commerce to interfere, as otherwise the Bengali com. 
muuity will have to consider the question of boycotting ali Marwaris, There 
is now not the least doubt that the Marwaris are the greatest enemies of 
swadeshi, Had it not been for their selfish and unpatriotic conduct, the fall of 
Manchester would have been complete. 
727. The Amrita Bazar Pairika writes that the Gaelic American chara - 
: , terises the information wired out to India by 
* —” American snd Reuter as a “farrago of nonsense.” Js it note 
short-sighted policy to deceive the Indians? But 
‘let the Gaelic American rejoice,’ fur India is being converted into a second 
Ireland. The days of fine phrases are past. The people want substantial 
benefit, not oratory. It is true that the Secretary of State has taken some steps 
in this direction, but partition, the fountain-head of every other evil, remains. 
728. India, writes the Amrtia Buzar Patrika, is a prey to various famines 
are a ae —water famine, grain famine, money famine, ete., 
Se but its greatest ill is what is termed sympati 
famine. This has been realised and expressed by Royalty itself, and the 
udmission has come at a most opportune moment, for the country has been 
fairly prostrated by the iron rule of Lord Curzon and his two lieutenants. 
Politically the Indians are a negligible quantity, but they might have borne 
with fate had they got sympathy from their rulers. The latter are, however, 
not so blameworthy. It is the system, and until this system is more natural, 
more associated with the eternal moralities of truth and justice,” loyalty—a 
sentiment so dear to the heart of the King-Emperor— must wane. 
729. The Bengalee, in reproducing an Assam planter’s letter to the 
8 Statesman protesting against the dark administra- 
© fea industry and Partktben. tion of the new province, and pointing out the 
baneful effects of partition on the tea industry, says that signs are not wanting 
to show that the Government must sooner or later be brought face to face with a 
strong outburst of feeling from the planting community, who feel that the 
one of Chota Nagpur and Assam under the same administration would have 
en a better territorial redistribution. 
730. The Bengalee writes that while the Muhammadan Associations in 
„ Calcutta and the An jumans in the mufassal are doing 
2 — islam little to pour oil on the troubled waters, the Anju- 
Be man-t-Mofidul Islam of Madaripur has lost no time 
in issuing a circular appealing to the Muhammadan population of the disturbed 
areas not to make unprovoked attacks upon their Hindu neighbours or encroach 
upon their rights and property. ‘I'he Bengalee appeals to the other Mubam- 
madan Associations to help in the work of conciliation. 
731. The Amrita Busar Patrika writes that if His Holiness the Pope were 


ut in charge of a Pasha’s harem, or the Grand 
pane n ma who * the life of an ant appointed to 

hold charge of a mutton stall, the position would 
not be more fantastic or ludicrous than “Honest John,” the most powerful 
exponent of the creed of liberty, fraternity or equality, being appointed to guide 
the destinies of a country writhing under the blackest despotism ever concel¥ 
by man. Nevertheless Mr. Morley hus agreed to be Secretary of State for 
India and is ruling three hundred millions of aliens on despotic principles. 
This is truly an irony of fate. The Sultan was the béle noir of Mr. Gladstone, 
Mr. Morley’s guru. Why? Because the Sultan was a despot. What is 
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ey now? Is he not a Sultan of India—a Czar of Hindustan? Where 
= he rw & principles, where his creed ? Have they been sacrificed. for posi- 
tion and office? If eo, then the man Morley is dead. Thou hast killed 
thyself.” ‘This is what the word Morley ’ means in Bengali. 13 
732. The Amrita Basar Patria wonders at Mr. Morley’s adroit evasion 
of the question whether the relations between-the 
Mr. Morley as Secretary of State. rulers and the ruled in India have been 2 "a 
ing-point. Is the Secretary of State ignorant of the real tone of popular 
eee a the exposure effected by the English and Indian Press, and the 
clamours of the people themselves? Does he consider that the violent and 
arbitrary methods of the Fuller Government are calculated to alleviate. the 
resent excitement and strengthen the bond of friendship between the Govern- 
ment and the people? Has his official position debarred him from admitting 
the truth openly and publicly? This may be statesmanship, but the position 
must be galling to a“ man of principles.” Fancy the present excitement has 
been attributed to the recent administrative changes”! Is Mr. Morley, the 
honest Liberal, serious? Clearly India can expect no help from either Liberal 
or Tory. She must now appeal to the representatives of the working classes 
in England—the Labourites. That is her only hope. 

733. The Behar Herald deprecates the rabid criticism Government 
mensures and officers are persistently subjected 
to both in and out of season. The prevailing 
spirit is one of distrust, and for this the leaders of the people are directly 
responsible. There is no doubt that the Government should be subjected 
to a good deal more criticism than it gets, but this criticism to be weighty 
must be based on the assumption that Government officials are honest men 
anxious to perform their duty according to their own lights, It is true 
that there is much in the administration that is mischievous and malignant, 
but why should these defects be unhesitatingly attributed to malice? The 
task of administration is not an easy one, and where the people are in doubt 
as to the bond fides of the Government, they should give it the benefit of 
that doubt. This course is dictated by prudence and moderation, and if it 
is only followed, friendly feelings would soon be restored. Do not the 
withdrawal of the Bande Mataram circular and the reinstatement of school- 
boys augur well? Let the country forgive and forget the past. | 

734. The Amrita Bazar Patria draws the attention of Government to 
the indigent circumstances of the Burmese Political 
pensioners. The widow of the nephew of the 
ez-King of Burma, was granted a pension of Rs, 40 on the death of her 
husband. This amount was wholly insufficient for the maintenance of herself 
and eight children, and their distress can better be imagined than described. 

Another nephew of the ez-King was on the death of his father, who 
was in receipt of a monthly pension of Rs. 1,000, granted a pittance of Rs. 50 
a month, which was subsequently reduced to Rs. 35, although he had a wife 
and two children, This unfair treatment, to which Burmese pensioners alone 


are subjected, does not reflect creditably on the Government, and Lord Minto 
should inquire into the matter. : 


The present situation. 


Burmese Politicai pensioners. 


735. The Bengalee explains that the celebration of Empire Day“? 


to the people of India is suggestive of nothing 
but humiliation and bondage. Theoretically the 
Indians are British citizens, but in practice they 
are denied the rights of such citizenship, so why remind them that they are 
slaves? They know their position and realise that they would be stultifying 
themselves by celebrating “Empire Day.“ No wonder, then, that this 
latest invention of flunkeyism has been shunned by the Indians and notably 
by the people of Lahore. 
736. The Bengalee writes that the death of Mr. Temple, Sessions Judge 
W 1 of Backergunge, from black water fever, cannot 
gl. but make the new province more unpopular than 
: ever with the rank and file of the Civil Service. 
Its unhealthiness is proverbial and the best officers are either dying or leaving, 
with the result that mediocres are replacing them and turning the administra- 
ion topsy-turvy, The difficulty will not be solved until healthier districts 


An Empire-Day demonstration 
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are included in the new province by a fresh territorial redistribut; 
Viewed from all possible standpvints, the modification of 1 
8 2 1 e is 
Keterring e charge preferred against the Bar Libraries of 

The slanders of the Times. Eastern Bengal by the Calcutta correspondent 
ip of the Times, namely, that they have been dissemi. 
ating seditious literature among the masses, the Bengalee writes that it ig 
incumbent on these bodies to expose this falsehood and with it the counter. 
agitation which the Government is getting up in support of partition. Such 
exposure will be of great service to the country, as it will shake public conf. 
dence in the testimony of the Times Calcutta correspondent, who has in 
addition degraded his calling by making himself the mouthpiece of the Indian 
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